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The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agree to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———
GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H. Res. 558, the resolution just
adopted.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FOsSSELLA Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

—————

RUSSIAN-AMERICAN TRUST AND
COOPERATION ACT OF 2000

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the Committee on Rules, I call up
House Resolution 555 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 555

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order to consider in
the House the bill (H.R. 4118) to prohibit the
rescheduling or forgiveness of any out-
standing bilateral debt owed to the United
States by the Government of the Russian
Federation until the President certifies to
the Congress that the Government of the
Russian Federation has ceased all its oper-
ations at, removed all personnel from, and
permanently closed the intelligence facility
at Lourdes, Cuba. The bill shall be consid-
ered as read for amendment. The amendment
recommended by the Committee on Inter-
national Relations now printed in the bill
shall be considered as adopted. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill, as amended, and on any further
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate on the bill, as amended, equally di-
vided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on International Relations; (2) an amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute printed in
the Congressional Record pursuant to clause
8 of rule XVIII, if offered by Representative
Gejdenson of Connecticut or his designee,
which shall be considered as read and shall
be separately debatable for one hour equally
divided and controlled by the proponent and
an opponent; and (3) one motion to recommit
with or without instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. GOSS) is rec-
ognized for 1 hour.

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the distinguished
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MOAKLEY), my colleague and friend,
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate on this
subject only.

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 555 provides for
House consideration of H.R. 4118, The
Russian-American Trust Cooperation
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Act. The modified closed rule provides
1 hour of general debate, equally di-
vided between the chairman and rank-
ing member of the Committee on Inter-
national Relations. In addition, the
rule makes in order a minority sub-
stitute and one motion to recommit,
with or without instructions; in other
words, 2 bites at the apple. I am aware
of no Members who sought to offer
amendments to the bill. Indeed, the
only amendment offered during com-
mittee consideration that I know of
has been actually incorporated into the
bill.

Recognizing the time constraints in
the floor calendar during this time of
year and the relative simplicity of this
bill, this is a fair and balanced rule, in
my view, and I urge its support.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4118 is relatively
straightforward as a piece of legisla-
tion, but it is enormously important
from a national security perspective.
Let me explain. Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4118
prohibits the U.S. Government from re-
structuring or rescheduling any of Rus-
sia’s debt with the United States until
the President certifies that the Rus-
sian government has ceased operating
its intelligence eavesdropping facility
which happens to be located nearby in
Lourdes, Cuba.

I know that many Members have pas-
sionate feelings about Cuba; but to me,
this has little to do with U.S. policy to-
wards Cuba; it has everything to do
with protecting American citizens and
our national security. It is absolutely
inconceivable to me, and I think to
most Americans, that the TUnited
States would provide aid and loans to
Russia at a time when, according to
press reports, the Russian government
pays Cuba hundreds of millions of dol-
lars a year to operate a facility it uses
to eavesdrop on the United States and
on our business and what is going on
here.

For years now, the defense and intel-
ligence community has been pointing
out the danger posed by the Lourdes’
listening facility. Relying solely on
open-source information and press re-
porting, and I want to reiterate that
point, all of this is based on open-
source and media reports, the site at
Lourdes is of concern for the following
reasons: first, the Russian government
allegedly pays up to $300 million each
year in rent to the Cuban government
for the facility. Second, the Russian
government has reportedly invested
over $3 billion, that is B, billion, for
the operation and modernization of
this huge intelligence base. Third, the
Russian government, following the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union in 1990, has
apparently significantly stepped up its
intelligence collection activities
against the United States from its
Lourdes base, and this is, of course, be-
fore the currently elected president of
Russia, Mr. Putin, was elected and it is
well known that Mr. Putin comes out
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of the intelligence community as a
former KGBer; and I do not know what
his view is on the subject of Lourdes,
and I suspect it is time we find out.
Reportedly in recent years, Russian
intelligence agencies have funded
major facility and equipment upgrades
and enhancements at the Lourdes site.
Finally, the experts familiar with the
Lourdes facility, including Russian de-
fectors and former U.S. Government of-
ficials, assert that the Lourdes site is
being used by the Russian government
to collect personal information about
American citizens and proprietary in-
formation about U.S. corporations.
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Clearly, this capability offers the
means to conduct cyberwarfare against
the United States and its people. That
is something most Americans under-
stand and do not want to have happen.

Given the obvious national security
implications, I am deeply puzzled by
the Clinton-Gore administration’s ada-
mant opposition to this bill. It seems
we have a very clear case where the
Russians, with the assistance from
Cuba, are engaged in activity in direct
conflict with U.S. national security.

Through the leadership of the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN),
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
ROS-LEHTINEN) and others, we have
found a way to apply real pressure to
Russia to cease its activities at
Lourdes. Yet, I understand the Clinton-
Gore administration is opposed.

I would submit that their opposition
to this bill is an example in a very long
list that makes the Clinton-Gore ad-
ministration’s disdain for security pol-
icy appear again one more time before
us, inexplicable as it is.

The Clinton-Gore administration,
and in particular, Vice President Gore,
who spearheaded administration policy
toward Russia through the Gore-
Chernomyrdin Commission, has repeat-
edly claimed that it had achieved a
special relationship of trust with Rus-
sian, referring to them as partners.

I want to quote from the minority
views that accompany this bill, be-
cause it contains truly amazing state-
ments from the Clinton and Gore ad-
ministration and its allies in Congress.

The minority suggest that ‘‘the ex-
tent to which Lourdes may target U.S.
individual or corporate communica-
tions is uncertain.” We know it is
there. We are just not really sure how
much they are listening to or what
they are getting, I guess is what that
means.

Further, the minority suggests that
allowing the Russians to eavesdrop on
the United States to the Lourdes facil-
ity is a way of ‘‘guaranteeing a certain
level of political trust between Russia
and the United States.

These statements remind me of many
times that President Clinton has told
the American people that our children
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